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COUNCIL A Dispatch from the Nevada Shade Tree Council

2011 - International Year of the Forests
     The United Nations declared 2011 to be the 
International Year of the Forests (IYOF). IYOF 
is a global celebration of people’s actions 
to sustainably manage the world’s trees and 
forests. 
     Sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service, 
the theme of the U.S. celebration of IYOF is 
“Celebrate Forests. Celebrate Life.” Partnered 
with the USDA Forest Service, the National 
Association of State Foresters (NASF) and the 
American Forest Foundation (AFF) are work-
ing together to increase awareness of the value 
and benefits of forests, and to raise awareness 
of sustainable management, conservation, and 
sustainable development practices.
     Visit the IYOF website for great ideas 
and tools to help you celebrate the Year of the 
Forests. 
     Nevada celebrates trees every year during 
Nevada Shade Tree Week, the last week in 

October. Keep an eye on our Facebook and web page for an event near you.

NSTC Board Member Lobbies for Nevada’s Trees
     The month of April usually finds 
NSTC board member, Lisa Ortega, ex-
cited about planning Arbor Day events for 
her community. This past April though, 
Lisa, who is the urban forester for the 
City of Henderson, had the opportunity 
to travel to Washington, DC to lobby for 
community trees. Representing the 
Nevada Shade Tree Council and with a 
grant from the Alliance for Community 
Trees (ACT), Lisa was able to participate 
in this year’s lobby day that is hosted by 
ACT each year.  
     The day began for the group with a 
meet and greet breakfast with Senators 
Reid and Ensign. Lisa advises, “You 
better have your elevator speech ready” 
for an opportunity like this. Next the 
group met with Congresswoman Shelley 
Berkley before tracking back to Reid and 
Ensign’s office where they delivered information packets about the importance and 
value of community trees and forests.
     Their message was that urban trees are a vital resource for the health and well- 
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Mission
To promote and increase 
awareness of proper tree 

planting and care in Nevada 
and provide leadership, 

development and support for 
professional and volunteer 

community forestry 
programs across the state.

www.nevadashadetrees.org
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About Us
The Nevada Shade Tree Council is 

a nonprofit 501(c)3 
organization of concerned 

citizens from throughout the 
state. NSTC serves as an 

advisory committee to the 
Nevada Division of Forestry’s 

“Urban and Community Forestry 
Program.” Our common goal is 
to improve community forests 
and green spaces. The Council 

guides a statewide program that 
provides technical and financial 
assistance to communities and 

volunteer groups.
NSTC is funded in part by the 
Nevada Division of Forestry 

through a grant from the U.S. 
Forest Service.

NSTC and its partners are equal opportunity 
providers and employers

http://celebrateforests.com/
http://www.nevadashadetrees.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nevada-Shade-Tree-Council/285602511466354
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/treesforpeople.html
http://forestry.nv.gov/forestry-resources/urban-and-community-forest/


     

     
     

Board Adopts Strategic Plan
     On February 4, 2011 the NSTC board of directors adopted the 2011 Strategic 
Plan.  The plan, which is founded on a Logic Model developed in April 2007, 
identifies threats and other issues affecting Nevada’s urban forests and outlines the 
strategies that will guide the NSTC for the next 5 years.
     Nevada’s community forests are critical to the quality of life for residents, 
wildlife, and visitors. They provide important environmental benefits that support 
the health and sustainability of our communities, including benefits to air qual-
ity, water quality, energy conservation, and property values. However, there are 
a number of factors that are threatening the long term health and sustainability of 
Nevada’s urban forests including rapid population growth, changing demograph-
ics, a declining economy, unemployment, housing foreclosures, increasing water 
costs and water conservation programs.
     A rapid increase in Nevada’s population between 1987 and 2009, along with 
changing demographics in the green industry workforce placed stress on Nevada 
Division of Forestry (NDF) staff and NSTC volunteers to effectively educate citi-
zens on how to properly grow and care for trees in the landscape and in nurseries. 
Water conservation programs and increasing water costs are resulting in a decrease 
in irrigation to many landscapes, causing the decline and stress of trees and mak-
ing them more susceptible to disease and insects. A declining economy along with 
housing foreclosures and vacancies is also having a profound effect on the care and 
watering of many landscapes. In addition, the rural nature of many of Nevada’s 
smaller communities cannot adequately provide the resources and expertise to sup-
port municipal forestry programs.
     These issues have the potential to negatively affect the condition of Nevada’s 
urban and community forests for many generations to come. The 2011 Strategic 
Plan provides the NSTC with a framework designed to combat these threats and 
fulfill our mission to educate the public about proper tree care through the follow-
ing primary objective:

~ Increase and leverage resources through partnerships to meet the 
existing  need for technical assistance, outreach and education.
~ Extend assistance to communities statewide to develop and manage 
urban forestry programs.
~ Establish consistent funding sources and provide funding to      
support projects.
~ Promote proper tree planting and care.

     Individual NSTC members have assumed the responsibility for each of these 
objectives. The plan will be reviewed annually and progress will be reported in the 
President’s Annual Report. Click here to view the entire plan and please consider 
becoming a member of the NSTC and a voice for Nevada’s community forests.

Upcoming Programs
Reno Arborist Training
    - October 11-13 ~ Reno

ISA Certified Arborist Exam
     - October 14 ~ Reno
          
Desert Green XV
     - October 20-21 ~ Las 
Vegas

Membership
Membership is open to 

individuals, homeowners’ 
associations, shade tree 

commissions, beautification 
committees, private organi-
zations, school groups and 

businesses that want to plant 
and improve the health of 
trees in their communities. 
By joining the Council, you 
can express your concerns 

and exert influence on urban 
community forestry issues.

BECOME A MEMBER
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being of our communities, and worthy of a continued investment to promote their 
health, conservation, and sustainability. Lisa says, “We were there to lobby for 
trees, and this time the trees took the form of the Urban Revitalization and Livable 
Communities Act, America’s Great Outdoor Initiative, funding for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, and most importantly steady funding for our state Urban 
and Community Forestry Programs!”
     If you’ve never been to our nation’s capital, consider attending next year’s 
event. Lisa encourage’s everyone to take this opportunity to be the voice for our 
trees. She recommends taking an extra two days just to check out the trees saying, 
“One was just not enough!” and “Wow, the trees are HUGE!”.

 Visit the ACT website to learn more about this event and 
watch for information on next year’s lobby for trees.

If you are thinking 
a year ahead, sow a 

seed. 
If you are thinking    
ten years ahead,  

plant a tree. 
If you are thinking  
one hundred years 
ahead, educate the 

people.

~ Chinese Poet, 500 BC.

TOPPING
HURTS TREES!

NEVADA SHADE
TREE COUNCIL
www.nevadashadetrees.org  
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http://www.nevadashadetrees.org/pdf/NSTC_Strategic_Plan.pdf
http://www.nevadashadetrees.org/Reno-Arb-Training-10-13-11.pdf
http://www.nevadashadetrees.org/Reno-Arb-Training-10-13-11.pdf
http://www.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/index.aspx
http://www.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/index.aspx
http://www.desert-green.org
http://www.nevadashadetrees.org/membership.php
http://actrees.org/site/what-we-do/public-policy/advocacy-agenda/

